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Let's talk about that "Longer Telegram" making the rounds...and why it's a

First, to be clear, it IS NOT a telegram. It's a report. | mean, it has a flipping 11.5 page executive "summary"...

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

...a two page table of contents...
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...and clocks in at 62 pages (minus the forward and executive summary) or 73 pages (if you include the executive summary).
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Of course, the author of "The Longer Telegram" calls it a "telegram” because they want it to be directly and explicitly
compared to George Kennan's 1946 "Long Telegram" about US policy towards the Soviet Union.

https://t.co/rHikkOYuoT

But Kennan's "Long Telegram" is called "The Long Telegram" because it was, in fact, a telegram.

Kennan is even apologetic about that fact, as he writes at the beginning, "l apologize in advance for this burdening of
telegraphic channel”

Also, Kennan's "Long Telegram” was long for a telegram, but not as a report. It clocks in at 18.5 pages.

Second, the Kennan-obsession of "The Longer Telegram™s author is also evident by the author choosing to be anonymous.

The Longer
Telec

Toward A New

American
China Strategy

by Ahonymous

But here is a fun fact: Kennan put his NAME on the Long Telegram


https://t.co/rHikkOYuoT

(Five) Finally we sust hawe courage and self confidence
to oling to our own methods and conceplions of buman soclety.

After all, the greatest danger that can befall ue 1o coping
with this problem of Soviet Communism, 1s that we shall allow
ourselves to bescome like those with whom we are coping.
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The ANONYMOUS writing came a year later (July 1947), when Kennan expanded the telegram into a report that was then
published in @ForeignAffairs under the title "The Sources of Soviet Conduct"

Oh, and it wasn't "Anonymous", it was "X"

THE SOURCES OF SOVIET CONDUCT
By X

Third, I love bullet points & numbered lists. | really do (ask anyone who has served on a committee with me). But "The

Longer Telegram" is just TOO much.

Nearly every page of the "Executive Summary" is a list.


https://twitter.com/ForeignAffairs

ambitions. That maans first clarifyirg which US national interasts ara to ba

protacted, togathar with thosa of principal partnars and allies. This includas

tha fiodiowing:

& ratain collactiva economic and technological supariority

s protect tha global status of tha US dollar

& maintain overwhelming corventional military datermance and prevant any
unaccaptabla shift intha strateqgic nsclear balanca

® prevent any Chinasa tarritorial eopansion, espacially tha forcibla reunifi-
cation with Tamwan

& consolidate and eopand alliances and partnerships

dafand {and as necassary raform) tha current rules-based libeml intarna-

ticnal ordar and, critically, its ideclogical undarpinnings. including cora

democratic valuas

addrass parsistent sharad global thraats, including prevanting cata-

strophic climata charga

Given China's significant and growing Scomprehansiva national power,”™
soma may question how this can realistically be achiaved. The owvarrid-
irg political objactive showld ba to cause China's alite keadarship to collec-
tivaly conclude that it is in the country’s best interasts to continua to opsar-
aka within the existing US-led libaral international order rathar than build a
rival ordiar, and that it is in tha party’s bast intarests, if it wishas to ramain in
power at homa, not to attampt o expand China's borders or axport its politi-
cal modal bayond China's shoras. In othar words, China can becoma a diffar-
ent typa of glabal graat power than that envisagad by Xi.

Tha primary way in which tha United States can saek to achieve thesa
ends (while also protecting its own core advantages) is to change China's
ohjectives and babavior. A datailed, oparationalized strategy should com-
prise sewan integrated componants:
® rabuild the economic, military, technological, and human-capital under-

pinnings of US kong-term national powar
" zgrae on a limited set of anforceable policy “red lines™ that China should

b daterrad from crossing undar any Circumstances
" zgree on a larger numbar of *major national sacurity intarasts” which ara
nithar vital nor existential in nature but which require a range of ratalia-
tory actions to infarm future Chinesa stratagic bahavior
idantify important but less critical areas whare raither red lines nor tha
dalinaation of major national interests may ba necessary, but whara the
full forca of strategic compatition should ba daployed by the Unitad
Startas against China
dafing those areas whare continuad strategic cooparation with China
ramains in US intarests—whara such *megathraats" inclede climate dis-
ruption, global pandamics, and nuclear sacurity
" prosecuta a full-fliedged, global ideological battla in dafansa of political,

economic, and socktal freedoms against China's authoritarian stata-cap-

italist maodal
" zgrae on tha abova strateqy in sufficiently granular form with tha United
States’ major Asian and European treaty allies so that their combinad

It doesn't get much better in the report itself.

I mean, here's a page that makes the bold move of transitioning from a bullet point list to a number list....



Tha horror scenario for Xi and his strateqy wouwld be any penmutations or
combinations of five factors:
= domestic political unrast driven by lsrge-scale unemployment, possithy
brought about by a postpandemic global recession that Chinese domes-
tic maasuras cannot affectivaly offsat, or other major arrors in tha direc-
tion of cantral economic policy
a sartas of natural disasters including floods, food insacurity, or furthar
pardemics that undermina ganaral public confidenca in the regime and
tha sanse of a mandata to nla
u tha ooh aof a d global strategic responsa to China's
threat o the collactive mtarests and valuas of the world's democracies,
brought about by Xi's failure to sufficienthy modarate his 2013 decision to
adopt a nawly assertiva foreign and security policy and by his post-2015
dacisions to adopt a more marcantilist aconomic stratagy ™
a strategic miscalculation by X1 that results in & pramatura open mil-
Itary conflict with tha United States that fails to produca a claar-cut
Chirasa victory, thareby fundamantally dalegitimizing his leadership and
tha party’s owvarall credibility
& combination of tha abova culminating in sn onganlzed political putsch
within tha party against Xi on tha grounds of having mismanaged tha
impact of tha pandemic on China's global reputation and stratagic stand-
ing, allowing enamies to ba created on multiple fronks, of failing to capi-
talize on tha daficits of the Trump administration to win important friends
abroad and drive a wedga batwaan the US and its allies, and of having
planted tha seeds of long-term aconomic stagration

Xi will b saaking to manage and minimize esch of thesa risks whare pos-
sible, although soma a well beyond his powers of control. Within these con-
straints, Chingsa intemational strataqy for tha dacsde shasd is thus likaly to
includa tha following:

1. China will rejact all forms of International human rights pressures con-
cerning Xinjiang, Tibet, Hong Kong, as wall as ather forms of domastic
poditical and religious dissant within China propar, as the regime doubles
down throwgh its reprassive control systems in dafanse of tha Laninist

..where the number list then goes on for several pages!

stata. Tha party balaves the Wast's interast in human rights is drivan by
apisodic political fads, which have bean succassfully underminad in the
past by economic inducements and diplomatic prassure. Becausa China
is mow much strongar in its ability to withstand any sustained axtarnal
sanctions, it now cares much lass than bafora.

1 Baling will accelarata its military preparednass for Talwan Straft
sconarkos, with a view to achiaving absolute military supramacy owar
Taiwan and the Unitad States out to the second island chain by decada’s
and. Tha objective would be to causa tha United Statas to choosa not
to go to war in support of Tamwan out of faar that it may wall losa. This
would than leave Taiwan with littla option othar than to comply politi-
cally with Baijing's reunification formula.

3. China slso will continus to strengthan lts military capabllties irclud-
ing expanding its comventional forces and modemizing, axpanding,
and hardaning its stratagic nuclear force. In part this push is diriven by
US advancas in ballistic missile defarsa technology and tha increasad
deployrmant of US anti-ballistic missila platforms in East Asia to countar
Morth Koraan contingencias.

Now, it's true that Kennan used numbered/lettered lists in his telegram. But that's because it was...again...a TELEGRAM (it
also had missing words in spots as is common with telegrams)

Even then, none of the lists had 17 (SEVENTEEN!) points!



"In oourss of fMarther dovelopmant of Anternational
ravolution tlere vill emorge two conters of world
significance: o sovlalist sentar, dreving to ifteslfl
the countries ¥ilch berul tovard sociallem, amnd &
capltalink center, draving to itself the countries
that Inclioe tovmed Elsitﬂ-lilir Dattls befveen thesa
two centers lor af world noonomy wvill deolde
fate of ~apitalism ouvd of commmiem in entire world."

' (B) Capitaiiet vorld is beoest with internal con-
fliets, inbhereni: in pature of capitalist scolsty.
Thess conflicts nee Lunoluble by meane of ponos
comproaies. Urentoot of them 1s that betwen England
and 03.
e

(C) Intarosl confliots of capitalism inevitably

te wvars. Warp thus geparated mey ba of two

1 Antra-capltallist vars betwosn two capltalist
‘stataw, and vars of Intervwention againast scolalist
world. Smart coplialiste, valnly sesking sscabe from
inner conflictas of ul.pltnill.-, inclios toward latter.

(D) Intervention against USSR, wvhile it would ba
disastrous to thoss vho undertook 1t, would cauns
repsved delay Iin progress of Soviet soolalism and must
therefore be forostallesd at all costs.

(B) Comflicte betwoen caepitalist states, though
1iknwise fraught vith danger for USSR, naworiheless
hold out great fosslbllitlcs for advance@snt of
soclalist cmuse, particularly if USSR remains militarily
ful, idecl cally monolithic and folthiful to ite
sgant brilliart leaderalilp.

(F) It must be borne in mind that capitalist world
ls oot all bad. In additlom to hopeleasly reactlonary
and bourgeois slemente, it iocludes (one) certalno vholly
enlightensd and poulitive olsments tead 1ln acceptables
communistic partiss and (two) certalo other slsments
(nov desoribed for Lacticel ressons s progressive or

Moreover, the FA article version (again, the one that was actually anonymous) had NO bullet points or numbered lists. Just
prose and paragraphs (and section headings)

Bue least of all ean the rulers dispense with the fiction by which
the maintenance of dictatorial power has been defended. ¥or this
fiction has been canonized in Sovies philogo‘ph}r b:,r the sxcesses
already committed in its name; and it is now anchored in the
Soviet structure of I!hl:lu.ghr. Lr].' bonds far greater than those of
mere idealogy.

i

S much for the historical background. What does it spell in
terms of the ]'.|u[il'.il:a.| person il.l.il_'? of Soviet power as we know it
today?

Ot the ::-rig.inal idends s ne:rhing has besn :FE.L'EI[I}' junkcd.
Belief is maintained in the basic badness of capitalism, in the
inevitability of its destruction, in the abligation of the proletariat

Fourth, let's move to substance. After all, all of the above is cosmetic and what really matters is the substance, right? Sure,
but the substance doesn't make things better in this case.

Let's start by considering the substance of Kennan's telegram.

MOST of it is about the Soviet Union itself. Indeed, 4 of the telegram's 5 parts focus on the USSR.



; Answer to Deptt's 284, Ped 3 involvas queations
s0 intricate, so delicate, so strango to our form of
thought, and so important to analysis ol our inter-
national environment that I cannot compivwss ansvers

into single drief message without yilelding to vhat

I feel vould be dangorous degree of over-simplification.
I hope, therefore, Dept will bear with m¢ if I submit

in ansver to this question five parts, sunjeots of which
vill be roughly as followvs: .

_—————'_---_

(One) Basic features of post-war Sovict outlook.

(Tvo) Background of this outlook.

(Three) Its projection in practical policy on
official level. .

(Four) Its projoction on unofficial level.

(Pive) Practical deductions from stundpoint of
US policy. )

The final part addresses how the US should respond given the telegram's description of the USSR and its policy.

The key point is that USSR typically backs down when confronted. Therefore, a show of strength & resolve should result in
the US never having to actually use force

(One) Soviet power, unliks that of RAitlerite Owrmany,
is oelthor schematic por advonturiatie. It doeas oot
work flzed plons. It does not toke uonecossary mlske.
Imporvious to logic of rosson, amd it is highly sensitive
to logle of foree. For thio roason it ocan easlly w'th-
draw ---- and wwnlly does-—--vhen strong reslistanco is

In the FA piece, Kennan called this approach "containment"

In these circumstances it is clear that the main element of any
United States policy toward the Soviet Union must be that of a
long-term, patient but firm and vigilant containment of Russian
expansive tendencies. It is important to note, however, that such
a policy has nothing to do with outward histrionics: with threats
or blustering or superfluous gestures of outward “toughness.”

As for "The Longer Telegram"?

If you're playing buzz-phrase bingo, mark “Liberal International Order"



Given China’s significant and growing “comprehensive national power,”
some may question how this can realistically be achieved.' The overrid-
ing political objective should be to cause China’s elite leadership to collec-
tively conclude that it is in the country’s best interests to continue to oper-
ate within the existing US-led liberal international order rather than build a
rival order, and that it is in the mmshes to remain in
power at home, not to attempt to expand China’s borders or export its politi-
cal model beyond China’s shores. In other words, China can become a differ-
ent type of global great power than that envisaged by Xi.

Oh, and OF COURSE the report has a reference to Sun Tzu. I'll admit this got a hard m from me

The Chinese Communist Party keenly understands Sun Tzu’'s maxim that
“what is of supreme importance in war is to attack the enemy’s strategy,”

I will acknowledge that the Longer Telegram's goal of "keep China in the US order" is distinct from the Long Telegram's
recommendation of "keep the Soviets outside the US order".

But this recommendation for US policy towards China is not new.
It's been said better (& more economically) elsewhere.

For example, see this @CarnegieEndow report by @MiraRappHooper, @Michael S Chase, Matake Kamiya, Shin
Kawashima, & @Yuichi Hosoya.

https://t.co/CqOnagq2Gp1l

I'll admit that my assessment of this telegram/report/memo/doorstop is influenced by my own views on the future of
US-China relations, which tend toward the "hawkish" side (as | wrote recently in @WarOnTheRocks)

https://t.co/zvonnh78IS

And | would of course defer to experts on China and Chinese foreign policy (though from what I've seen, they are also NOT
IMPRESSED)

https://t.co/bdfGhpBFjL

The full version of this anonymously authored "Longest Telegram” is fascinating in some ways, but the attempt to
claim Kennan's mantle is hobbled by questionable assumptions and logical contradictions. Thread: (1/x)
https://t.co/5CliUO3uKB

— Eric Hundman | \u4f55\u8af3\u92b3 (@ehundman) January 29, 2021
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But, overall, this report/telegram/whatever falls WAY short of it's aspiration of mimicking Kennan.

[END]
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