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OK. India's External Affairs Minister @DrSJaishankar is about to speak to

@mfullilove at @Lowylnstitute and I'm going to live tweet. Please mute if you don't

care about India's foreign policy (you should though you numpties, it's
stupendously interesting) 1/

Jaishankar was previously the head of MEA (comparable to @dfat Secretary) before becoming Minister. Fullilove asks
which job is more satisfying. Jaishankar doesn't quite answer but says the ministerial role gave him a "broader" view of both
domestic and international politics 2/

Now to Jaishankar's new book "The India Way." He says the core ideas he's exploring in the book are "multi-polarity and
re-balancing."” A "new architecture” is being built as power shifts. But countries are now far more interdependent. This
creates "constrained competition" 3/

Jaishankar also says a new "more expanded" view of national security is emerging, which includes things like "health, food,
trade, data and energy" 4/

The Minister says he also "indirectly" broaches the argument over US decline in his book. He says he's "not a great believer"
in US declinism, but adds that as relative power shifts "it creates an argument for a different relationship between the West
and India" 5/

India has been battered by #COVID19 . Jaishankar recognises the scale of the challenge. He says the pandemic "took us
completely by surprise.” And he acknowledges that in some ways India was "completely unprepared" to deal with the crisis
6/

But he is cautiously optimistic about India's recovery. He says daily cases are down to one third of what they were at the
peak. And he also believes the economy is on a path to recovery and growth 7/

Fullilove asks about Jaishankar's views on Xi Jinping and China in 2020. Jaishankar says these days "you have a very much
more nationalistic China, and that is expressed down the line in a variety of ways. Often in policies as well." 8/
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Now to India's conflict with China and the border standoff in Ladakh. Jaishankar says Chinese incursions are at the heart of
the problem- "they have brought tens of thousands of soldiers to the LAC" (Line of Actual Control) 9/

Frank stuff here. Jaishankar says in these circumstances it is "not entirely surprising that something went horribly wrong"
with clashes and combat deaths on the border. He says the conflict has "completely changed national sentiment (towards
China) in India" 10/

Jaishankar: "peace on border is the basis for the (India China) relationship to progress.” He says it's "not realistic" to
separate the conflict from other elements of bilateral ties: "frankly the relationship has been significantly damaged" 11/

Jaishankar is downright gushing about how the India-Australia relationship has grown. Recites cliches about cricket, but
more important: "if there's one relationship | take satisfaction in it is the Australia-India relationship." He calls it "a partnership
waiting to happen" 12/

Now Fullilove asks about democracy in India. He quotes an Economist piece which argued civil liberties and the rule of law
are being degraded under Modi. He asks "are you concerned by perceptions in the West that India is moving in an illiberal
direction" 13/

Jaishankar is quite dismissive. He argues some Western liberals are uncomfortable with contemporary India simply because
they have not grappled with the way it has democratised. Its political leaders are no long English-speaking elites with familiar
attitudes 14/

The full answer here really is quite interesting, so I'm reproducing it below 15/

A lot of the problem today is those in the West looking at India and writing about India are not able to
come to terms with the changes taking place. What are changes? You have had a very deep
democratisation. 70 years ago, when you looked at what was India’s leadership they were much more
English speaking much more hig city people. So, people like us. So, | would suggest that a large part of
why we get this analysis is that people are looking at India and saying “these are not the people we
know, they speak a different language, we are not sure what their thought processes are, their social

understand us.

In a sense it comes down to kind of a globalisation and elitism problem. We are also having a cultural
shift in India ... 50 to my mind there is a bigger issue there which is how does this changing India
communicate better with the world and how do we make the world make the effort to understand us
better. it is a challenge | need to focus on very strongly.

Now Jaishankar is asked if Australia and India will ever sign a formal trade or defence pact. Jaishankar acknowledges the
long running FTA negotiations (editor: don't hold your breath) and emphasises defence cooperation. But adds he doesn't
know how formal those links will be 16/

The conversation ends with another somewhat painful cricket analogy (I LOVE CRICKET BUT WHY DO WE ALWAYS
RESORT TO CRICKET CLICHES WHEN WE TALK ABOUT AUSTRALIA-INDIA TIES ARGGHHH) but overall it was both
illuminating and interesting 17/
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