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When @smfrogers and @albertocairo reached out to do a project for the US elections, based on Google Trends data, my

immediate thought was to make it *long-term*.

Google Trends covers 17 years of data by now!

What an opportunity to investigate how past US election years were different from this one, and which attention cycles can

we observe within election years.

How did the topic landscape evolve?

And how has the pace of attention shifts changed?

After lots of analysis and experimentation, we put together the site as follows:

Opening with a smooth wavy line chart animation — an ambient introduction to the theme of waves, and trends — we dive

right into the first central question:

"Which political topics trend in election years in general? And when?"

We show both a list of top rising topics in election years, as well as a detailed chart of how their search interest values

unfolded over the years.

https://twitter.com/smfrogers
https://twitter.com/albertocairo


This comparison allows us to understand where we are in the "attention cycle" around certain topics…



…and gives us an opportunity to introduce the topic lists we are working with:

- a set of top searched political terms on Google,

- concepts from Pew surveys on top political issues in election years

- and a few manually added terms to account for recent events.

Obviously, 2020 begs the question how much out of the ordinary the year is compared to other years.

Data says YES INDEED.



But, it's also been really interesting to also "time-travel" back to 2012 when national debt, student loans, legality of cannabis

or same-sex marriage were among the most searched topics.

Or look at 2008, where economy and environment were the dominating themes.

The flatness of these top issue curves, compared to 2020s attention spikiness, tells a striking story how pace of attention

shifts has changed dramatically.



By the way — one other, somewhat hidden, but quite neat feature is to switch the whole site US-wide mode to individual

state perspective.



Which brings us to the final view: A map of the US based on topic interest — which topics are searched uniformly across

states, and which are unevenly distributed?



And how has the volume and spread of search interest developed over the years? Read precise values in the line chart…



… or get a geographic overview with the animated maps (Lava lamp style!)



@recifs developed these gorgeous contour maps and had a big hand or two in the rest of the site as well — make sure to

check out his behind-the-scenes writeup!

https://t.co/7rWPWNLyeL

Big thanks also to @destrysibley who worked on concept and copy editing, as well as @smfrogers and @albertocairo for

the opportunity and advice!

The site was built with @sveltejs — it's a great framework for data-heavy interactive sites with custom graphics. Other than

that, lots of @d3js_org, a few svelte plugins and preprocessing with @ProjectJupyter and @pandas_dev.
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Read more about design considerations and process over at:

https://t.co/HyOCQIYCuH

And, of course, again, check out the full site here, and let us know what you think!

https://t.co/Mskb1P6n1Z

Some first coverage: @ranimolla wrote a nice piece on @recode: https://t.co/PSzAtHyrE1
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