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This single image traces the currect theological outlook of both the Abrahamics.

Never thought it's this straightforward.
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What does this image represent?
1. Jesus is divine is not accepted even till 700 AD completely.

2. Holy Ghost not accepted till 400 AD
With the brute force of Constantine the Wife Boiler, all these attributes were shelved in due time.

From Jesus being a human being - a just another teacher, the religion evolved over centuries to represent a union of three -

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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The next phase of evolution was - how are the Father and Son related to each other. Some said he is not human. Some said

the human and divine are two physical manifestations. Some said both are same but are two distinct beings in the same
physical body.

Some went even extreme and said that there is no difference between Son and Father - same body, same nature and same
consciousness. A major Monophysite Church Coucil was held by Al-Mundhir Il ibn al-Harith, the Ghassanid vassal of
Constantinople in 580 and along with it,

a promise that the Monophysites won't be persecuted. But, the anti-Monophysite faction was very strong in the Empire and
the esteemed position al Harith held, he was held in a benevolent exile. The Byzantines tried to impose a hon-Monophysite
on the Ghassinids but al Harith's son

rebelled. When he went to Constantinople for reconciliation, he too was arrested and sent to his father. Now there are two
themes here.

1. Prosperity of the lands descended into anarchy

2. Forced suppression of Monophysitism(to be precise, the Miaphytism strain of Monophysitism)

On one side, there is anger in support of a crushed religion. On the other hand, we have the want of a tribal confederacy
after Ghassan collapsed with the arrest of father and son. On the third side, their Sassanian equivalents, the Lakhmids were
snuffed out by their masters

in 602. Arabia literally had no overlord and was not happy with the religious state of things. And with Miaphysite centres
serving as the main trade posts, what would have been the logical successor for Miaphysitism? Islam.



The Ghassan, particularly under al-Harith II, reinvigorated Monophysitism in Syria.
Several Monophysite bishops were ordained, including the famous Jacob Baradaeus, who in
turn ordained eighty-nine bishops and an astonishing 100,000 priests. This number sounds
unbelievable, but the sheer quantity of ecclesiastical remains, particularly in northern Syria
(some 1,200 churches—see Chapter 6), is graphic evidence of Baradaeus’ activities. As a
result, the Syrian Church achieved virtual independence from Constantinople. Ghassanid
missionary activity, extended deep into Arabia as well as across the Red Sea to Ethiopia.
Although the Ghassanid tribe remained staunch Christians after Islam, it is nonetheless true
that the rigorous Monophysitism that they promulgated, with its emphasis on the single
nature of Christ and its simpler version of Christianity compared to Byzantine orthodoxy,
made the rapid spread of Islam much easier when it did come. Most of all, it imparted a
specifically ‘Arab’ character to Christianity, again anticipating Islam.

Bosra was an important caravan and religious centre during the Ghassanid ascendancy.
Indeed, both the Christianity of Bosra and its important Christian buildings must be seen
as much—or more—a product of Ghassanid culture as Roman. A part of Bosra’s religious
importance stemmed from its being the residence of a famous monk and teacher, Bahira.
Bahira—the name is a Syriac title that simply means ‘reverend’ —was an anchorite monk.
According to Islamic tradition, Bosra was frequented at that time by a leading merchant
from Mecca, Abu Talib, who brought his still unknown nephew with him on his trade
missions. This was Muhammad, and conversations between the elderly Christian monk and
the young Meccan caravan leader were believed to influence the last great religious
movement in the Near East.*’* Whether or not such traditions are true is not relevant.
What is important is that by the time of the Ghassanid ascendancy, the Arabs had become
a major factor on the Near Eastern stage and monotheism had become a major factor for
the Arabs. In the words of Philip Hitti, ‘they served as a pre-view of the gigantic show to
come’.*" When it did come, [slam was as much a new beginning for Arab civilisation as a
culmination: a culmination of the gradual rise of Arab civilisation over the past seven
centuries of Roman rule. ‘The clients of Byzantium had become its rivals.”*

The rigidly monotheist union of Father, Son and Holy Spirit view held by these Monophysite cult of Miaphysites, how
different is it from a local flavour of the same - it's Meccan version? In fact, the Ghassanid origins of Islam will settle another
tricky problem -

What just happened because of which these desert traders suddenly became the greatest military strategists of the world
and conquered half the known world in a matter of years - a feat none of their predecessors were able to achieve?

Even in Islam, we will see a level of evolution - Uthmanic Standardization of Quran, for example. But, the speed of rise and
the forced acceptance of their version as being the only true religion at the point of sword makes one accept the Islamic
version of the narrative.

It's all about evolution. Moses declared monotheism and even during his lifetime, people rejected it. Slowly, we would see
Jewism becoming a polytheistic cult(best example being Elephantine Jews) but courtesy Nebuchandezzar, only the rigidly
orthodox and monotheistic Judaism



survived. These religions are of continuous strife. There will have to be a fight for their sustenance. Less than 300 years
after their return to Jerusalem, we see Christianity. By 800 AD, Christianity stabilized. By 1000 AD, we had crusades.

By 1500, Crusades failed, Northern Crusades ended and Reconquesta completed. There are no enemies for the church.
Within 30 years, we have Protestantism - when there were no external enemies, let's go for a civil war!! Islam was no better
either -

Shia-Sunni strife which carries into the modern days. But, Islam had an advantage - territorial expansion. That mollified the
internal rifts to some extent. But on the other side, Caliph, unlike the Pope was not just a religious head but the political head
as well.

Islam stabilized by 800 AD, Mahmud of Ghazni rebelled by 1000 AD. He didn't want to be a vassal of the Caliph - he wanted
to be a king in his own right!! Shia on one side and Sunnis lusting for power from another side - Islam had it's own style of
internal strife.

Protestant Wars ended and that was followed by Louis of France's head on the guillotine. Napoleonic Wars ended and along
with it the world saw the rise of Communism as an unstoppable force. It's just...the Abrahamic history hinged on just one
thing - strife driven evolution.

As what Orson Wells nicely put it, "The Cuckoo Clock!!"
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