BUZZ CHRONICLES > GOVERNMENT
Saved by @ThomassRichards
See On Twitter

Twitter Thread by Stop Funding Hate

[ST{?P Stop Funding Hate y
unding
V5= @StopFundingHate

The UK government is reportedly planning to install former Daily Mail editor Paul
Dacre as chair of the broadcasting regulator OFCOM. Some background:
https://t.co/psZabLCOaD 1/

Polls have consistently shown that the UK public currently has a much higher level of trust in TV and radio media than they
do in the UK newspaper industry, which has consistently been found to be the least trusted in Europe:
https://t.co/EY7DnA8SVW /2

The UK public's low level of trust in our newspaper industry should perhaps come as no surprise. In 2016 the Daily Mail and
Sun were both called out for "fuelling prejudice” in an international report on rising racist violence: https://t.co/mdwZoWPtgf
13

In 2015, the United Nations spoke out, condemning "decades of sustained and unrestrained anti-foreigner abuse,
misinformation and distortion" in the UK press: https://t.co/maP2ZIEIrL /4

By contrast, UK broadcast media are currently held to a much higher set of standards. Although not perfect, OFCOM has
strong powers to tackle racist and hateful coverage within TV and radio, eg: https://t.co/hXjbtkgU2s /5

This is markedly different from the situation in the United States, where broadcasting regulations are much weaker. In the
US, channels such as Fox News have been able to free to operate in ways which - currently - would not be allowed by
OFCOM /6 https://t.co/[EFpocKwGI5

Some examples of recent Fox News coverage on the pandemic: https://t.co/coYad7gDCv /7

Your regular reminder that @ProcterGamble and @Gillette helped to pay for this... #StopFundingHeat
pic.twitter.com/FKNe94zM5j

— StopFundingHeat (@stopfundingheat) August 1, 2020

And here's how Fox covered the aftermath of the US Presidential election: https://t.co/0Ad6Ygo9mA /8
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i get that this is a daily show bit but my god some of these are so incriminating in hindsight
pic.twitter.com/gr8S3dCRYn

— j.d. durkin (@jiveDurkey) January 14, 2021

And while the UK government is reportedly working to install Paul Dacre as Chair of the broadcasting regulator OFCOM,
there are multi-million pound plans underway to implement *two* new "Fox News style" TV channels in Britain:
https://t.co/IGVZLIDKCM /9

More here on the Daily Mail during Dacre's tenure: https://t.co/OTTTTgNO1T /10

As long ago as 2008, the award-winning journalist Nick Davies published a shocking expos\xe9 of systemic racism at
the Daily Mail, in his book Flat Earth News: https://t.co/dGTAoxHL2n /3

— Stop Funding Hate (@StopFundingHate) January 14, 2020

Meanwhile there are already some signs of a wider effort to attack OFCOM, and lobby for a weakening of its role:
https://t.co/NJMFUYB6Lz /11
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CNN gives a good summary here of the difference that OFCOM *currently* makes in the UK - with thanks to
@StevenJBarnett for flagging this: https://t.co/5GJ4BjDNqgl /12

"I will make a prediction that within a year we will see a concerted attack within the Murdoch press on Ofcom" -
@StevenJBarnett /13
https://t.co/5GJ4B|DNqgl

If the UK government's moves with Ofcom do lead to a significant degrading of media standards on UK TV & radio, then it's
possible that our broadcast media may end up being as widely distrusted as our press /14 https://t.co/aA1PMalghS

Nonetheless, the great work of @Slpng Giants and @MMFA in the US has shown that it *is* still possible to challenge toxic
media like Fox News, even where effective regulation is lacking: https://t.co/YgpKTIlisWJ /15
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