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POV: Midoriya is confronted about being a villain and goes on defense.

They’re in lzuku’s hideout. It’s just his; he doesn’t want it to have any connections
with the League so he can keep them safe. They were his family, after all.

Izuku’s cornered, his heart surprisingly calm, with Kacchan and Shouto having herded him into the hallway’s corner.

he can’t help but laugh.

What faulty thinking on their part.

He's always had the upper hand. Always a hidden ace up his sleeve, that which only he knew of. He ruled over them, and
probably always will. They were smart: but were they intelligent? Were they genius? Surely not. And Izuku was right.

The collar of his shirt brushed against his neck enough to snap him out of his thoughts. Kacchan was trying to interrogate
him on why he became a villain.

(Truthfully, he doesn’t know if that's what Kacchan was saying, but from the sentence he just zoned into, he’d assume so. It
was along the lines of “Why did you go to the other side?! Why did you become one of them!!”)

“You wanted to become a hero, didn’t you, Midoriya?” Shouto says, crouching down to Izuku’s height and nearing him like
Izuku’s a /scared fucking animal/.

He’s not an /animal/. And he never will be.
He’s a human, just like them.

Human'’s just tend to be... terrible, sometimes.
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And, well, Izuku knows that he’s going down that path of “terrible®, at least, to hero’s eyes.

In his, he’ll never be that bad. He’s not a pedophile, he’s not a /rapist/ (they deserve to be burned in buildings with no
escape, and maybe Dabi will help him?), he’s not an abuser, hell, he just... he’s so /tired/ and he just wants to be /free/ of the
/rules/ of society.

So, he does the best thing he knows how to do.

He scares. He frightens. He /intimidates/.

He snaps up, ramrod straight, his voice kind yet sharp as a knife, underlined with anger and malice. “Oh, little boy, when will
you /learn/?” Shouto steps back as Izuku snaps a hand up to the left side of his face, mocking the scar on the snarling ice
and fire user’s face.

“You don't play with fire, unless you want to get burned!” He grins. A small lighter appears in his hand and he looks down at
it like it's his savior, before turning his eyes to the heroes and flicking it on.
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