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Imagine a bank. Now imagine a bank robber. One night, that robber tries to pick the

lock on the bank's door and is caught, but there are no consequences. The next

night he throws a rock through the bank's window and is caught, but again, he's

allowed to go on his way. ...

The next day he tries to bribe the security guard. The day after he threatens the teller. The next day he brings hired muscle.

The next day, something else. Day after day, the bank robber tries to get the money from the bank, and every time he has

caught, he gets to try again. …

The outcome of this game is inevitable. So long as the robber can attempt to get at the contents of the bank day after day

with no consequence, he will. Because there is no consequence, on one of those days, the robber will walk away with the

money. ...

That’s where we are now, not just with Donald Trump, but with the whole of the Republican Party. It’s been almost exactly a

year since Republicans in the Senate made it clear to Trump they would use their power to back his power, assuring him

there would be no consequences. …

That wasn't the start, of course. This has been a long learning experience for Republicans. William Barr was attorney

general under George H. W. Bush, he showed how that position would be used to absolve White House staffers of serious

crimes. ...

Newt Gingrich had control of the House when they learned how that chamber could be used as an engine for hate and

disinformation. Mitch McConnell demonstrated how even a slender majority in the Senate could deadlock the legislative

branch while stacking the judiciary. …

Finally, Donald Trump has built on the real legacy of Ronald Reagan—running roughshod over the law; dividing the nation

for both power and profit. Republicans have learned how power, can support power, can support power, until law is

something laughable. ...

It’s possible, even likely, that on Wednesday the Republicans pushing Trump’s conspiracy theories and disinformation will

burn their their allotted time, sit down, and then Mike Pence will reluctantly read the results of the Electoral College and

declare Joe Biden the winner. …
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It’s also possible, considering Pence’s spine of purest clay, that he will refuse to read the results, or play some other game

suggested by the likes of Louie Gohmert, forcing the Supreme Court to make an ugly end to what should have been a

simple, ceremonial event. …

But one thing is certain: If there are no consequences to this attempt at daylight robbery, they will be back again. With

dynamite. There has to be punishment, punishment both swift and sure, or the outcome of this fight is a foregone

conclusion.
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