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1. Very pleased that my article with @MBEGriffiths about the hostile environment

policy has been published in the journal Critical Social Policy, after over four years

of work on it. Thread on some of what we say.

2. We look at the origins, extent, operationalisation and impacts of the hostile environment in the labour and housing

markets, public services, pricing, healthcare and education.

3. It is a policy over which, by design, the government lost control because it relies on third parties to implement it on the

ground.

4. The modern policy has long antecedents but from around 2012 the approach was dramatically and recklessly expanded

and any pretence at 'balance' by making immigration compliance easier was abandoned.

5. We argue the hostile environment was never an evidence-driven policy expected to achieve measurable immigration

outcomes but rather an ideological policy propelled by a set of moral values.

6. There have been some attempts by civil servants at retrospective rationalisation of the policy but on these terms the

policy fails very badly indeed.

7. Against that the consequences for individuals have been calamitous, as the work of @ameliagentleman showed. Huge

wider social damage has also been done.

8. We look at why the policy has been such a disaster: poor data, an inherently discriminatory system of selective checking,

failure to understand British immigration history and that undocumented ≠ unlawful, uncontrolled and therefore overzealous

application on the ground.

9. Really, the hostile environment is not so much a single policy as an overall approach: the 'devolution' or 'deputisation' of

immigration controls. The effect is to leave its (intended and collateral) targets physically present, but criminalised,

marginalised and precarious.
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10. There has been some push back by some, but the whole hostile environment approach remains firmly embedded in law

and practice, which is likely to have serious impacts on EEA citizens living in the UK after June 2021.

11. Anyway, we started writing this in mid 2016 before @ameliagentleman broke the Windrush story. As you can imagine, it

has gone through quite a few versions since then! Article is open access thanks to @unibirmingham.
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