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Breathless accounts of brilliant negotiating are oddly unaccompanied by

statements of UK wins.

Twice the PM has signed up to deals he previously said no PM could sign up for. The level of self-deception in turning these

into triumphs is off the scale.

A wise man has suggested that Johnson's self delusions are good for the UK in the way he folds under EU pressure but

denies it - that this actually delivers the best result.

But it doesn't do much for the country's politcal debate to have such delusions at the heart of the most important economic

relationship. And they don't have such delusions in Belfast.

Perhaps it is the way of UK politics that no leader can be seen to be pro-EU, that the UK must be seen to be bigger than the

EU, even though the UK is obviously smaller and needs the EU for trade.

On current precedent the UK will continue to lean towards the EU in practice but deny it in principle. All the EU has to do is

threaten us with tariffs, and after bluster, here will come the concession.

And obviously you are going to struggle to win a negotiation when your public position is totally at odds with reality, and your

actual position. But you can win the media.

Still going to be very hard to rebuild international business confidence in a UK unable to give a straight answer about

relations with the EU.

As for a US trade deal, anyone want to trust the Prime Minister's word that UK farmers will be protected? Do you think the

US will be impressed if he threatens to walk away?

The fracturing of UK politics into the comic book version of heroes and villains, and the real one of trade-offs and choices.

But the first is more fun, and the PM plays it well. The second one is dull by comparison.
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The challenges for the future. For the PM, keep politics away from the real world. For Labour, either the opposite, or get

better at story telling. For business, identify how to navigate the gap between their real world and Johnson's fictional one.

The high drama phase of Brexit is over. Boris Johnson and the EU won. Many books will now be written about why and how.

Now for the dull grind of implementation. There might be different winners and losers. /end
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