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Lithuania's independence is truly an amazing story. As the state began to break

away from the USSR in 1990, tanks were sent in, and Soviet troops shut off the

nation's broadcaster.

But suddenly, a family TV station that usually went online only once a week started

broadcasting.

The broadcaster wasn't on the air, a technition was. He told the world that the Soviet Union was invading Lithuania and that

he needed people who spoke as many languages as possible to rush over so the world could be told.

University professors rushed over to the building and began translating the broadcast into several languages, live.

The Soviet troops called into the station live, threatening to shut them down.

By that time, the Swedes picked up the broadcast and began sending it to the world.

The Soviets, once they learned that, called again and said they wouldn't kill the people in the station as long as "no

misinformation was given."

The Lithuanian people saw the broadcast, and 50,000 people took to the streets to block the tanks. The tanks retreated.

One random small town TV show technician stopped a Soviet invasion and coup by going in front of the camera in his studio

and begging to the world for help, knowing that the Soviets had taken out the state's major broadcaster.

The last images on the Lithuanian national broadcaster were Soviet troops walking up to the camera and shutting it off.
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